Atropine and glycopyrrolate: changes in cardiac rate and rhythm in conscious and anaesthetised children.
Heart rate and rhythm were studied in conscious children and children under nitrous oxide and halothane anaesthesia following intravenous administration of atropine or glycopyrrolate. Both drugs produced a similar increase in heart rate when the potency of glycopyrrolate is considered twice that of atropine. There is no difference in the response of anaesthetised and awake children. Junctional rhythm is the main dysrhythmia observed which appears to occur more frequently in anaesthetised children. The administration of both drugs is safe in paediatric patients.